
 
American University of Beirut - Department of Architecture & Design, Fall 2003-4 
ARCH 031 CITIES OF DISCRIMINATION 
Lecturer:  Rana Samara Jubayli - Thursdays 14:00-17:00 Rm 211 
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-11:30am Rm 104A, or on appointment 
E-mail: rs15@aub.edu.lb 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The purpose of this course is to evoke an invaluable discourse on the understanding and 
development of current design and planning issues dealing with landscapes of discrimination and 
of marginalization, and their imprint on the built environment. The study of this urbanity of 
injustice focuses on the social, political and economic as generators of the physical, and aims at 
establishing a theoretical framework for a landscape of diversity, accessibility, and flexibility 
through the examination of people and places, and the complex relationships that bind them. 
As such, the course offers a cross-disciplinary study of the city as a complex reflection of the 
negotiated spaces of diversity and difference, and therefore does not restrict the understanding and 
analysis of the city to the spatial. It draws on various disciplines with the purpose of demonstrating 
that the making of space is beyond its design and construction, but rather in its conception, use 
and application. Space, is therefore, analyzed as a facilitator of difference, and as a tool for the 
creation of dichotomies; conception/habitation, oppression/ privileging, exclusion/inclusion and 
limiting/freedom.  
 
FORMAT 
 
The course will be structured as a series of seminar lectures. To instigate discussion and debate, 
and in order to maximize participation and contribution to the seminars, required and 
recommended readings will be assigned weekly; the former will be issued in the form of a reader, 
and the latter in the form of a supplementary bibliography.  
 
REQUIREMENTS & EVALUATION 
 
The timely completion of the required weekly readings is essential, as these will be the basis of 1-
page reflective paper assignments. There are a total of 11 reflective papers, the best 8 grades of 
which will count towards your final grade. As for the final research paper, an interim, brief 
presentation of the topics for approval, as well as the submittal of a complete draft, are mandatory 
by the assigned dates. These will precede the final presentation of your research in the form of a 
written paper and a visual/oral presentation at the end of the semester. The choice of the topic of 
the final research paper and presentation is left to the student; however, the subject matter has to 
draw on the material covered during the course and as applicable to the local context. All late 
submissions will be subject to grade deductions as applicable. 
Attendance     5% 
Class participation    15% 
Reflective Papers     40% 
Draft of Research Paper   10% 
Research Paper & Presentation   30% 
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TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Course Overview 
Session1: Thurs. Oct. 2nd  
 
Cultural and Ethnic Diversity: Marginality, Identity and Difference 
Session 2: Thurs. Oct. 9th The Urbanity of Exclusion and Inclusion 
    Reflective Paper #1 
Session 3: Thurs. Oct. 16th Invisible People: Race, Religion, Ethnicity 
    Reflective Paper #2 
 
Domestic Environments as Reflections of  Social and Economic Segregation 
Session 4: Thurs. Oct. 23rd Housing Prototypes of Discrimination 

Public Housing: Ghettos of Design or Planning Disasters? 
    Reflective Paper #3 
Session 5: Thurs. Oct. 30th Homelessness: Perceptions of Domestic Environments 
    Reflective Paper #4 
Session 6: Thurs. Nov. 6th NIMBY: Discrimination by Individuals, Legislation and Policy 

The Promotion of Equity through the Design of the Built 
Environment 

    Reflective Paper #5 
 
The Gendered City 
Session 7: Thurs. Nov. 13th Gendered Space: A Cultural and Social Blueprint  

Reflective Paper #6 
Session 8: Thurs. Nov. 20th Feminist Perspectives on Spatial Cognition: From City to Suburbia 
    Reflective Paper #7 
 
Session 9: Thurs. Dec. 4th  Final Research Paper Topic Presentations 
 
Urban Apartheid: Security and Society 
Session 10: Thurs. Dec. 11th Defensible Space: Crime Prevention through Design and Planning  
    Reflective Paper #8 
Session 11: Thurs. Dec. 18th Architecture of Fear: Fortified Enclaves and Beyond 
    Reflective Paper #9 
 

        Mon. Dec. 22nd Final Research Paper Draft 
 
Accessible Cities 
Session 12: Thurs. Jan. 8th Barrier-free Environments: Designing for the Challenged 
    Reflective Paper #10 
Session 13: Thurs. Jan. 15th Cities for the Elderly, Cities for Children 
    Reflective Paper #11 
 
 
Session 14: Thurs. Jan. 22nd Final Presentations  
Session 15: Thurs. Jan. 29th  Final Presentations 
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COURSE READINGS 
 
Cultural and Ethnic Diversity: Marginality, Identity and Difference 
Session 2: Thurs. Oct. 9th The Urbanity of Exclusion and Inclusion 
 
Genocchio, B. “Discourse, Discontinuity, Difference: The Question of ‘Other’ Spaces” in Postmodern Cities and Spaces. 
Watson, S. & Gibson, K. eds. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp35-46. 
 
Jacobs, J. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Random House, 1961. Chapters 7 & 12. 
 
Massey, D. Space/Power, Identity/Difference: Tensions in the City” in The Urbanization of Injustice. 
Merrifield, A. & Swyngedouw, E. eds. New York: New York University Press, 1997, pp137-160. 
 
Sibley, D. Geographies of Exclusion: Society and Difference in the West. London: Routledge, 1995, Chapter 6 entitled “Spaces 
of Exclusion: Home, Locality, Nation” pp90-114. 
 
 
Session 3: Thurs. Oct. 16th Invisible People: Race, Religion, Ethnicity 
 
Anderson, M.L. & Collins, P. Race, Class, and Gender: An Anthology. Belmont: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1992. 
 
Bayat, A. “From ‘Dangerous Classes’ to ‘Quiet Rebels’: Politics of the Urban Subaltern in the Global South.” 
International Sociology. Vol. 15, No. 3, September 2000, pp533-557. 
 
Fainstein, N. “Race, Class, and Segregation: Discourses about African Americans” in Readings in Urban Theory, 
Fainstein, S. & Campbell, S. eds. Readings in Urban Theory. Cambridge: B. Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp216-245. 
 
Keating, W.D. “Toward Greater Racial Diversity in the Suburbs” in Readings in Urban Theory, Fainstein, S. & Campbell, 
S. eds. Readings in Urban Theory. Cambridge: B. Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp216-245. 
 
Keith, M. “Street Sensibility? Negotiating the Political by Articulating the Spatial” in The Urbanization of Injustice. 
Merrifield, A. & Swyngedouw, E. eds. New York: New York University Press, 1997, pp137-160. 
 
Khalaf, S. Beirut Reclaimed: Reflections on Urban Design and the Restoration of Civility. Beirut: Dar-An-Nahar, 1993, Chapter 
4. 
 
Wilson, W.J. “The Truly Disadvantaged: The Hidden Agenda” in Readings in Urban Theory, Fainstein, S. 
& Campbell, S. eds. Readings in Urban Theory. Cambridge: B. Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp191-215. 
 
Wright, G. Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1981. Chapter 7 entitled 
“Americanization and ethnicity in urban tenements” pp115-134. 
 
Yiftachel, O. “The Dark side of Modernism: Planning as Control of an Ethnic Minority” in Postmodern 
Cities and Spaces. Watson, S. & Gibson, K. eds. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp216-242. 
 
_________. “Social Control, Urban Planning and Ethno-Class Relations: Mizrahi Jews in Israel’s ‘Development 
Towns’.” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 24, No. 2, June 2000, pp418-438.  
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Domestic Environments as Reflections of Social and Economic Segregation 
 
Session 4: Thurs. Oct. 23rd Housing Prototypes of Discrimination 
    Public Housing: Ghettos of Design or Planning Disasters? 
 
Jenkins, P. “Strengthening Access to Land for Housing for the Poor in Maputo, Mozambique.” International Journal or 
Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 25, No. 3, September 2001, pp629-648. 
 
Wodon, Q.T. “Providing Shelters or Low Income Housing? An Optimal Control Model.” Journal of Housing Economics. 
No. 8, 1999, pp90-115. 
 
Wright, G. Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1981. 
Chapter 3 entitled “The “Big House and the Slave Quarters” pp41-57. 
 
Wright, G. Building the Dream: A Social History of Housing in America. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1981. 
Chapter 12 entitled “Public housing for the worthy poor” pp220-239. 
 
 
Session 5: Thurs. Oct. 30th Homelessness: Perceptions of Domestic Environments 
 
Cohen, C.I., Sokolovsky, J., & Crane, M. “Aging, Homelessness, and the Law.” International Journal of Law and Psychology. 
No. 24, 2003, pp167-181. 
 
Kellett, P. & Moore, J. “Routes to Home: Homelessness and Home-making in Contrasting Societies.” Habitat 
International. Vol. 27, 2003, pp123-141. 
 
Mansur, E.T, Quigley, J.M., Raphael, S., & Smolensky, E. “Examining policies to reduce homelessness using a general 
equilibrium model of the housing market.” Journal of Urban Economics. No. 52, 2002, pp316-340. 
 
McDonald, D.A. “Hear no housing, see no housing: immigration and homelessness in the new South 
Africa.” Cities. Vol. 15, No. 6, 1998, pp449-462. 
 
Snow, D. & Mulcahy, M. “Space, Politics, and the Survival Strategies of the Homeless.” American Behavioral Scientist. 
Vol. 45, No. 1, September 2001, pp149-169. 
 
Springer, S. “Homelessness: a proposal for a global definition and classification.” Habitat International. No. 
24, 2000, pp475-484. 
 
 
Session 6: Thurs. Nov. 6th NIMBY: Discrimination by Individuals, Legislation and 

Policy 
The Promotion of Equity through the Design of the Built 
Environment 
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The Gendered City 
 
Session 7: Thurs. Nov. 13th Gendered Space: A Cultural and Social Blueprint  
 
Colomina, B. ed. Sexuality & Space. New Jersey: Princeton Architectural Press, 1992. 
 
Hayden, D. “What would a Non-Sexist City be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design, and Human 
Work” in Women and the American City, Stimpson, C.R., Dixler, E., Nelson, M.J., Yatrakis, K.B., eds. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981, pp167-184. 
 
Mose, C. with Peake, L. “Seeing the Invisible: Women, Gender and Urban Development” in Perspectives on 
the City: Urban Research in the Developing World Volume 4, Stern, R. & Bell, J.K. eds., Toronto: Centre for 
Urban & Community Studies, University of Toronto Press, 1995, pp279-347. 
 
Roberts,  M. “Urban Design,  Gender, and the Future of Cities.” Journal of Urban Design. Vol. 3, No. 2, June 1998, 
pp133-135. 
 
Spain, D. Gendered Spaces. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1992. 
 
Sweetman, C., ed. Women and Urban Settlement. Oxford: Oxfam Publications, 1996. 
 
Torre, S. “Expanding the Urban Design Agenda” in Design and Feminism: Re-visioning Spaces, Places, and Everyday Things. 
Rothschild, J. ed. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1999, pp35-43. 
 
 
Session 8: Thurs. Nov. 20th Feminist Perspectives on Spatial Cognition: From City to 

Suburbia 
 
Lewis, R. “Harems and Hotels: Segregated City Spaces and Narratives of Identity in the Work of Oriental Women 
Writers” in Gender and Architecture, Durning, L. & Wrigley, R. eds. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 2000, pp171-187. 
 
McLeod, M. “Everyday and ‘Other’ Spaces” in Architecture and Feminism. Coleman, D., Danze, E., & Henderson, C. 
eds. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1996, pp1-37. 
 
Morris, M. “Things to do with shopping centers” in Gender, Space, Architecture: An Interdisciplinary 
Introduction. Rendell, J., Penner, B. & Borden, I. eds. London: Routledge, 2000, pp168-181. 
 
Rykwert, J. The Necessity of Artifice. London: Academy Editions, 1982. “Two Houses by Eileen Gray”, pp51-57. 
 
Spigel, L. “The Suburban Home Companion: Television and the Neighborhood Ideal in Postwar America” 
in Sexuality & Space. Colomina, B. ed. New Jersey: Princeton Architectural Press, 1992, pp185-217. 
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Urban Apartheid: Security and Society 
 
Session 10: Thurs. Dec. 11th Defensible Space: Crime Prevention through Design and 

Planning  
 
Newman, O. Defensible Space: People and Des gn in the Violent City. London: Architectural Press, 1972. 
Chapter 1 entitled “Defensible Space,” pp1-21. 

i

 
Smith, D.M., ed. The Apartheid City and Beyond: Urbanization and Social Change in South Africa. London: Routledge, 1992. 
 
Takahashi, L.M. “Addressing Fear through Community Empowerment” in Architecture of Fear. Ellin, N. 
ed. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1997, pp201-215. 
 
 
Session 11: Thurs. Dec. 18th Architecture of Fear: Fortified Enclaves and Beyond 
 
Blakely, E.J., & Snyder, M. G. “Divided We Fall: Gated and Walled Communities in the United States” in Architecture 
of Fear. Ellin, N. ed. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1997, pp85-99. 
 
Chase, J. “My Urban History: Paranoia Informing Place Making” in Architecture of Fear. Ellin, N. ed. New York: 
Princeton Architectural Press, 1997, pp160-185. 
 
Davis, M. “Fortress Los Angeles: The Militarization of Urban Space.”?, pp154-180. 
 
Khalaf, S. Beirut Reclaimed: Reflections on Urban Design and the Restoration of Civility. Beirut: Dar-An-Nahar, 1993, Chapter 
6. 
 
Marcuse, P. “Walls of Fear and Walls of Support” in Architecture of Fear. Ellin, N. ed. New York: Princeton 
Architectural Press, 1997, pp101-114. 
 
Parenti, C. “Urban Militarism: Drastic situations require drastic measures.” Z Magazine. June 1994, pp47-52. 
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Accessible Cities 
 
Session 12: Thurs. Jan. 8th Barrier-free Environments: Designing for the Challenged 
 
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, Committee 56. Building Design for Handicapped and Aged Persons. New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1992. Chapter 13 & 14. 
 
Goldsmith, S. Des gning for the Disabled: The new Paradigm. Oxford: Architectural Press, 1997. i
 
Imrie, R. & Hall, P. Inclusive Design: Designing and Developing Accessible Environments. London: Spon 
Press, 2001. Part I: Debates, pp1-66. 
 
 
Session 13: Thurs. Jan. 15th Cities for the Elderly, Cities for Children 
 
Hardoy, J.E. “The City and the Child in Latin America: Why do we Fail to Address their Needs?” in 
Perspectives on the City: Urban Research in the Developing World Volume 4, Stern, R. & Bell, J.K. eds., 
Toronto: Centre for Urban & Community Studies, University of Toronto Press, 1995, pp279-347. 
 
Jacobs, J. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Random House, 1961. Chapter 4. 
 
Loukaitou-Sideris, A. “ Children’s Common Grounds: A Study of Intergroup Relations Among Children in 
Public Settings.” Journal of the American Planning Association, Vol. 69, No. 2, Spring 2003, pp130-143. 
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Blakely, E.J., & Snyder, M. G. “Divided We Fall: Gated and Walled Communities in the United States” in Architecture 
of Fear. Ellin, N. ed. New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 1997, pp85-99. 
 
Chase, J. “My Urban History: Paranoia Informing Place Making” in Architecture of Fear. Ellin, N. ed. New York: 
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Cohen, C.I., Sokolovsky, J., & Crane, M. “Aging, Homelessness, and the Law.” International Journal of Law and Psychology. 
No. 24, 2003, pp167-181. 
 
Colomina, B. ed. Sexuality & Space. New Jersey: Princeton Architectural Press, 1992. 
 
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, Committee 56. Building Design for Handicapped and Aged Persons. New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 1992. Chapter 13 & 14. 
 
Davis, M. “Fortress Los Angeles: The Militarization of Urban Space.”?, pp154-180. 
 
Fainstein, N. “Race, Class, and Segregation: Discourses about African Americans” in Readings in Urban Theory, 
Fainstein, S. & Campbell, S. eds. Readings in Urban Theory. Cambridge: B. Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp216-245. 
 
Genocchio, B. “Discourse, Discontinuity, Difference: The Question of ‘Other’ Spaces” in Postmodern Cities and Spaces. 
Watson, S. & Gibson, K. eds. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995, pp35-46. 
 
Goldsmith, S. Designing for the Disabled: The new Paradigm. Oxford: Architectural Press, 1997. 
 
Hayden, D. “What would a Non-Sexist City be Like? Speculations on Housing, Urban Design, and Human Work” in 
Women and the American City, Stimpson, C.R., Dixler, E., Nelson, M.J., Yatrakis, K.B., eds. Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1981, pp167-184. 
 
Hardoy, J.E. “The City and the Child in Latin America: Why do we Fail to Address their Needs?” in Perspectives on the 
City: Urban Research in the Developing World Volume 4, Stern, R. & Bell, J.K. eds., Toronto: Centre for Urban & 
Community Studies, University of Toronto Press, 1995, pp279-347. 
 
Imrie, R. & Hall, P. Inclusive Design: Designing and Developing Accessible Environments. London: Spon Press, 2001. Part I: 
Debates, pp1-66. 
  
Jacobs, J. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Random House, 1961. 
 
Jenkins, P. “Strengthening Access to Land for Housing for the Poor in Maputo, Mozambique.” International Journal or 
Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 25, No. 3, September 2001, pp629-648. 
 
Keating, W.D. “Toward Greater Racial Diversity in the Suburbs” in Readings in Urban Theory, Fainstein, S. & Campbell, 
S. eds. Readings in Urban Theory. Cambridge: B. Blackwell Publishers, 1996, pp216-245. 
 
Keith, M. “Street Sensibility? Negotiating the Political by Articulating the Spatial” in The Urbanization of Injustice. 
Merrifield, A. & Swyngedouw, E. eds. New York: New York University Press, 1997, pp137-160. 
 
Kellett, P. & Moore, J. “Routes to Home: Homelessness and Home-making in Contrasting Societies.” Habitat 
International. Vol. 27, 2003, pp123-141. 
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Studies, University of Toronto Press, 1995, pp279-347. 
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“Defensible Space,” pp1-21. 
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